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My ,article·:.on �this ·s{ibj.e.:ct· ·in �'Under·currents!'· No. 17 brought a response from 
several · intere:sted . readers ·and at The Ley Moot ·ori July: 2 my ·talk 
on the subject of terrestrial zodiacs brousht some interested 

·· persons forward. · .. .. . ..... .. - . . .... . ... . . 

However, we .have. sceptics.· Arid a so.od ;thing too. It k��·ps us on o'\.l:C .. toes.· Yet 
one commentator faiis to appreciat'e'· that vve alternative archaeo;Logis�s do: not 
lack appreciation of the value of aerial phot"ography -- neither .�o \ve see it 
as the exclusive ·domain of ()rthbd.ox archaeology_.:·A_s "likeiy · as ·ribt" u.c • . .17 
brought-·his first realisation·. of the subjects ·a:r TZs, anyway. For· those who . . · · 
did not see the letter I'm referrins to in u.c . . 25, I publish�-here its intro-
duction: "A family same I have··. invented is· ·guaranteed to occtipy�:� ·Tew--�-: _ _  

· .. : ' 

happy hours at ·Xmas�· and rainy days and. I have· called it· ·Teir·e�·trfal··:·Zodi,acs � 

The· objective is� to find'D":fsriey _char·acters -'in the ·patterns of fi·e-ld.s.;· with 
bonus. marks· ··f or every figure o:r·-�Mickey Mouse· discovere·.d• .. Many.· 'O_f' tn:e more · 
:fntellieetrt' ·personali tie·s: ·busYing thems·elve$ with· -Ground· Zodiacs· would find 
be·tter occupation 'and much more satisfaction in the .. study . of aerial . 
archaeology • • •  "ending ui th an attack upon the "highly irrelevant and:'· · · 
nO"nsensical, as is· the cosmological mumbo�.jumbo of people :like Paul.:: · 
Devereaux. ·(sic}._: 

+ + + + + + +- + + + "+ + + . + + + + +·+ � + + .+ + + 

I i · .. ' 1 I I ' • - I • � 

**.�*'· EDITOR'S .NOTE: MENTION OF ANY T�Z.· IN THIS NEWSLETTER IS -NOT· TO ·· **** 
BE CONSIDERED ENDORSEMENT OF·. THE VAL]])ITY. OF ANY T.z. 

THE LETWELL ZODIAC . OF SOUTH XORKsHIRE &. MOAT .RING .. 

by P. REEDER 

.. The ��-twel� Zodiac i� ·b�sed around a moat ·rin.g ·which ha� five �oated ·sites 
.

. 

in circular, l;l.lifinrnent • . 'J'he. centre qf the· rins is at SK 549879 on o.s. map. 11�, 
about -i-.. mile from ·Letwell ·on .a- public footpath." 

-The·· radiljs ·of the rins · is appl:-oximately·. four miles and the distance from 
Gateford-H6dsock, moat· form-Braithwe1l-Tinkhill is approximately the same. 
Moat form �and Hod-sock Priory .also share· the· .same diameter. ..: .. : . .. ... .. . . 

Research on the moat sites: 
. �__: __ . 

· 1. Gatefoi"d ·Mo:at •. The name. Gateford is · derived from a family of that name who·. 
built a hall in that area, but they did not continue to live in it. The . 

·Lacelles ·family built their hall · on. the site of Gateford Hall� and records :-< 
.state· that this hall had a moat. The present hall is built on the site · of .the--:�: 
Lacelles hall, but the moat can ·still . be traced.· . .. . , c: 
2. Hodsock Priory Moat. The naoe Hodsock means Sanctuary; the: site· has. always 
been holy. At the present Hodsock Priory occupies, the site. Records .. state. :that· 
the moat· is asso·ciated with Bishop Odo,: half brother of William the .Conquer-br··:·:·· 
After: the Norman Conquest Roger de Busli found a fortified mound near· Hod$.ock·;-.

.

. 
· 

most likely the.present.Tinkhill Castle. 
5. Tinkhill Castle. The castle although ruinous. is still occupied;. and· not,::-. 
·open' to ·the public. The castle is a fine mo tte and bailey ·type, being : on: a . .  · . 1·· 

- nattiral knoll ·of sands tone-� 75' high, 80' in· diameter. A spiral shaped path.--�---.
. 

climbs ·to the· summit.; where the keep'was· loca:tea on a tumulus. T}fe mount was 
·s-urrounded by a· 50' wide ditch, since filled .in between the bailey.:The walls 
ar·e placed· on a mound of earth with a; moat .around the -eutside·.{still wet). The·. 
earliest stonework is that of the massive. gatehouse, which once housed .several. 
doors, portcullis and drawbridge. Roger de Busli was given charge of the castle 
and also of the castle at Loughton-en-le-Mouthern and Bradfield. 

:L, 



. {i, ... : . . 
... .. .- ......... ... · - ··· .. ... . ... . . ... . .......... .. ........ ····-· · ·--·· · ... .. _. 

4. Braithwell Moat Hall. This is a fortiTied earthworks; although of small dim­
ensions possibly of early origin. It is a military cas.tle. The �uins of the ma;in 
buildiriB· has·· Go'thic arches. ana· high-pi tch'ed ·ro�r·'.o:f oak.:· It. is. ·eret�ted upon a .. · 

.· . 

square mound of ·earth of slight 'elevation; 
.
of artificial origin. At its centre 

there is a well with a lininB of limestone. The name· Braithwell means na well 
can be deep but ·not broad"·. The ttvell referred to ·is :po$:sibly. the ijoly Well. on ·the 
village putskirts. Three sid�s of the moat are still visible· and one is still 
wet. 
5. Moat Farm. The cluster of buildings called Moat F�rm �re the oldest in 
Wickersley apart from the church. The trace of the moat can still be seen and 
followed·. The .s:l.te ;is connecte.d with Roche Abbey, when in its splendour a moa ted 
farm existed.' Nearby the monks 

.
. bui� t f?-sh pon.d·s. 

TM zodiac rnay. be .of a . vesica piscis shape due to the position .·::· 
of Capricorn. ·The moat ring being one of the :circles., . . 

· . 

The fig�es of the ��diac are_ as
. 

follo�s ( to date): 

AQUARIUS:·. This. is a figure of either an eagle or phoenix, giving rebirth to. . 
itself. It is based around Bra�thwell·and is .very siLJ.ilar to the figure .. fo\ffid at 
Glastonbury, but much larger. At tne tip of one wing th�re was the Clifto.n i. 

Beacon • . The head of the Glastonbury Aquarius is on the Chal�ce Well o The mouth qfi 
the Letwell Aquarius ·is on a Holy Well. ·This could be significant,' but: I can ·riri� 
no confirmation about .. the well. · . . . . 
C.Ai'RICORN: This.· figure is .·or a unicorn with th� head tossed around the village of 
Wodworth, the church as the eye, and horn formed by a very long but:narrow field 
heading along away from the c�urch. The figure;i� �imilar to that found.at Nut­
haLJ.pstead and is outside the moat ring givine the1vesica piscis iLlpression. The 
Glastppb.\ll'y f�eure would at one time have. been half flooded at high' tide. T�:i.$. 

figure' s head is 222 '. above sea level and tail i2 ·t e
. · . · . . · . 

. .
.
.. -- . . · 

SAGITTARIUS: This is the largest of the figures in the group and is one of a man 
w:i th a lance falling from his: ho�'s

.
e. · The: t·aii is� formed by the River Idle and its 

drains; the back leg by a Roman.road. Tne head is at Oldcotes and the lance 
Thornbury Hill ... · The .. figure�-contains Tick:hi.ll arid . the place .names Styrrup, King's 
Closes and Lords Meadow. 
SCORPIO:. This figure is like that found 

.

. at Glastohbury, stinging the horse of 
Sag�tt��ius. �t Sqrqoby. The body pegments are formed by f�rm roads, part of the 
Great North. Road and the Roman bank earthworks� One of the mantl�s is upon. Bly:th, 

with its priory, the other reaches out towa�ds the rider uf.Sagittari:us. 
LIBRA: The figure of the dove here is the ·same size and shape as that at Glaston­
bury. If the centre of the moat ring i�: tne centre of the· zodiac then it i� also 
in the same pos-i.tion.· The body· is·. forrred. :Qy Dysearr. Wood •. · . · . . . , 

VffiGO: The figure is yery large, but siLJ.ilar to the one at .Glastonbury. It is 
interesting to note that a straight stretch of road st�rting from the Roman 
bank earthworks runs in the sai:le direction and posi tion· .as the Fosse vta.y· in ... 
Glastonbury.· The back and feet ·of Virgo are formed by the River .Ryton; ·the. ,sh�af 

by a road and: footpath. near Carl ton .in Lindrick. ' . .. . . . .  � ·
.� .

· .. .... _ . .... . . 

LEO: A ·figure si�lar· to·. Nuthamps tead' s Leo. It is· centred upon N�·-therthrope Moat. 
The River ·Ryton·forms· part of the underside of .the lion. It· $Gems· to be attacking 
path of the Geiliiti.i£i.eure8e..·:-Th�;olaws going .for the Harthill figu;r-(_3 and the head 
for the · Todwick fit;ure: • . · . 
CANCER: This figure is absent.· � . . � .. .. .. . . .

.. . . . . .. . · �r • 

GEMINI: Both figures are siLJ.ilar· but: .. lar.ger than ·the Glastonbury Gemini twins. 
The one at Harthill has· i·ts back on Leo and is of a sitting, long-.haired hunan. 
The second figure based at Todwick has bo.th arms above its ·head; one arm: shaped 
similar to that of Nuthamps tead. , . . . . 

TAURUS: 'rhe figure of Taurus is that of q.: bull '-s head .. This yvas ·�he first: figure 
found and like Libra is the saoe· size; sha,Pe and position as that found at . Glas­
tonbury -- only the horns are different .• . The bottom part of the eye is forme� . 
by a .. sharp· b.end in the road of Roman or �arli·er origin. The mouth is on the. ma_in 
street at L·oughton-:-en-le-Morthen. ·This figure· stands out very w�ll on aerial. 
photographs kept .in Rotherham Library. · 

. � .. 
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.ARIES:-·rn tbe. Glastlo-nl>ury· Zodiac Aries is a· r·am bUt -its shape·· .. ls. hard to see. I 
have hicf"· 

.
. �he. ·s'a�e trouble:· he.re. ·.It is bas-ed · around Mal tby and Bromley. The -shape 

does loo'k like ··the Glastonbury Aries and i·s· probably · a ram. 
PISCES:· The two fig.:ures are shown . by a huge whale and small fish. Mal tby Dike. 
forms the. under.side of the . whale, tqe fin being based around Roche .Abbey. The 
smaller fish · ·is located at the ·baqk of the wha�e. 
**�<*t.; E.ditor' s .n.ot�: Natura�·i.y the lack or· a map accompanying-. such an article 

is frustrating for thos·e not able ·· to have a copy. With .the facilities 
bpen to �e for reproduction-of this limited circulation newsletter this-
IDU3t · be exdused. · -

P.S. �rr Recder has since furnished extra placename 
connections to add weight to his case • 

. . 
A colleagne retur:ing from holiday showed me a paperback on Califoie'nia, "The 
Greatful Dead"·(picked up cheap at 15p), which in addition to focusing :on the 
beat group of the title nen�ions Glastonbury's mystique. The author Hank 
Harrison oentions Cathryn (sic) Mal twood and I note that in "The Ley Hunter", 
No. 50, 1975, that he was researching a biography of Mrs Maltwood, discoverer � 

of the Glastonbury. Zodiac,. which leads me to ask if anyone knows. if "thl..s e·ver· 
came to fruition? ··---·-·-- · :-::: -:: :::-------::::: 

OBSERVATIONS ON THE HOLDERNESS ZODIAC 
� PAUL SCREETON 

For'15 tlonths · I lived in'"digs" in the shadow of what.Philip Heseltonregards as 
the Scorpio figUre of East Yorkshire's Holderness Zodiac. I was then working for 
the Hul?- Dq.ily Mail� .. P.;nd my lodgings in Inglemire Lane lay on the outskirts of the 
ci��·I. did · not like 'Hull� I never ventured into the area covered by this zodiac, 
which seems a sha�e, for Philip _stresses that the region is worlds apart from 
what playright Alan Plater derogatively called "the .city· at the · end of a branch 
line".. · 

This is meant to be more than a book review* and I merely wish to make 
a number of comments within the scope of Philip's arguments. Firstly, I would like 
to qu�te an apposite .view fron his ·introduction: 
"This is · in ·��

-· ��y -�:·: scientifi.c acc
·
o�t or . a. �-t�tistical analysis of' the likelihood 

of tliese fi13.ure·s beinG due to chance. I have no doubt that such· an approach could be 
adopted, but it· would be. very difficult-and I doubt whether it would be particularly 
fru�tfUl in·· getting n.n. ·understa�ding of the meaninB and purpose of the terrestrial 
zodia·c o Iri this · as in other matters· we shoul'd -perhaps ·use those approaches which 
fit tlie .:[)arti-c�p.�· ·s'ubject' .:rather ·than -t:ry· to ·:force it ·into an o-bviously unsuitable 
mo�d.· A· preferable ·approach may be· that of ·awareness, sensi·tivi ty, learning and 
growth. at all levels, g.llowing the ·zodiac to work on us, rather than ·the other way 
round�· The terrestrial· zodiac -focuses· our consciousness on s·everal · distinct facets 
of oUt :'own �a ture and of our · environnen t · -- imne�ia te, plane ta::r� and· eo snic • • • • •  n 

He then gives a descr:l.pt:l.qn of the T.Z.: its location; leys; sign ·by s.ign 
discussion; general character. Here I nust.draw.special attention to the weird 
aspect of its· bei.ng.150C? different to other T.Z. s! -�n other wqrds,. the signs are 
almd'st completely opposite thQse of other T�Z.s! Here we .find.Pisces where Scorpio 
would oe expected· and Ph:Llip · des.cribes various serpent/d.Jtagon connections in a 
fishes

. ·
sign. ·Yet, other signs appear to have- "t:r;-uen na�e/legend . associations to 

11 verify" them. 
. ' . ' . -

ih�· ��cqnd :section is speculative �nd Philip. stresses· the. intlli tive aspect, which 
I endorse·' heartily. His arguments �e strengthened· by his dual qualifications of 
being a professional-geographer and 15 year& of:study into Hermetic topography. He 
argues a fluent case for subtle energies coursing and accumulating in the zodiac. 
Then he suBeests possible areas where other T.Z.s may be found and gives plausible 
reas.ona. Appendices. are given on prehistoric sites and a bibliography and directory 
of organisations. There is also an o.s. map included with the T.Z. figures shown. 

* THE HOLDERNESS ZODIAC by Philip Heselton. Copies 25p + postage from the 
author, 9 Coltman Street, Hull, HU5 2SG. 
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I encoura-sed·--Philip to publish his findings in "The Ley �urrt�r" duri�g my 
edi torship (he too having once· been editor) and was responsible during t-bis 
T.Z. ·s.:.c:. early inc-ept.ion .in suggesting that the L

.
eo should · app'ear. prominent. 

The mere fact that we find the figures different to elsewhere ·and ·patently. 
no� in sync with the planisphere is worrying. Yet, for instance, Bob Lord's· 
Pendle T.Z. is even more daunting. At one level it is healthy that T.Z. finders . 
are not· all reproducing the Glastonbury Zodiac exactly in their own neighbour-· 
hoods, but these abstruse forms oean ·that any scientific cerdibility (for 
anyone �elieving that means anything) is blown. I would suggest that a n�ber 
of criteria can, ·howeyer, be utilised, for example: that folklore be related 
to figures; naoes of villages, pubs, and individual houses be checked for 
relevance; that astrology be used to see if, say, certain tr�es associated . with 
a particul�r sign . are specially_proninent there. T�s could be seen as a useful 
midway approach between the objective and subjective. _ 

meanwhile the North Sea studiously erodes. the Holderness Zodiac. 

fofc%%%fcfcfcfcV<%fc%%%7¥�3ioi'%1<t·$i��%%�#'o�W'o%!c%�$$¥o ··. 
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FORTEANli ·AND A TENTATIVE ELEPHANTINE FIGURE � .I hope. 
to persuade · Mike c·ollier to writ� up . his Sussex T.z ·. researches for 
the next newsletter; but feel it might . hearten other investigators 
to record the followin�. We oay all·seen somewhat ·crankY to the 
�eneral public, but Mike 's feeling that an el�phantine shape around .. 
Arlington led him to try a "long shot" by. writing to the waterWorks. 
company ·occupying the "tus�' area of the shap�. Obviously bemused · 

but helpful, an employee in his reply mentioned that "the ancient: 
course of the river showing that the meander had noved 'in the past 
and i·n excavating in one · of these areas, .the tusk of a oar.1moth was· 
discove:red. T�e tusk is now in the possession of the British Mlisenn." 
There' s.a moral heret 

• . • • • • • • • • • o • c • o • • • ·• • • • • • •  

·.In addition� to hopine to get Mike to put pen to pape:r;- . . -I hope to get .. 
an article upon another. · $orrierset zodiac! Buf even more· ·iiJportant is 
the possibility that ·r .,can include photostats of Lewis Edvrards ' s 
Pumpsaint Zodiac articles of the 1.940s. A univers-ity le.cturer · has 
ldildly offered to organi·z.e the reproduction, but na-turally there is 

· .  cost'·involved. Any cheques/P. O.s/sta�ps would b.e acceptable. If you 
send a small· a:mo.unt · each.then this would be gratef�lly _received • 

.Also small donations to T. Z. N. would be appreciat'ed. 

, 


